
                              

      When a child dies, at any age, the family suffers intense pain and may feel hopeless and isolated. The Compas-
sionate Friends provides highly personal comfort, hope, and support to every family experiencing the death of a son 
or a daughter, a brother or a sister, or a grandchild, and helps others better assist the grieving family. 

    ***June Meeting *** 
 
When:   Tuesday, June 12, 2018                 6:30  PM – Doors Open at Fellowship Hall 
                                                                                    7:00 PM—Meeting Begins  
                                                                                      
                                                                                   
Where:    Kingsland Baptist Church                            20555 Kingsland Blvd,  
                                                                        Katy, TX  77450    

Meeting Room Change                      Meeting in Room C231, C233, C235, C237 
To  2nd Floor                                                     Enter the building from the BACK parking lot (Page 6 Map) 
 
Program:  Father’s Day, Special Men’s Focus Group 
 

Directions:   
From East of Fry Road (coming from Houston):   Go west on I-10 to Fry Road.  Turn left  (south) on Fry Road. Turn right (west) on 
Kingsland Blvd and travel 0.5 miles to Kingsland Baptist Church. 
From West of Mason Road (coming from San Antonio): Go east on I-10 to Westgreen Blvd. Turn right (south) on Westgreen Blvd and 
travel 0.6 miles to Kingsland Blvd. Turn left (east) on Kingsland Blvd and travel 0.5 miles to Kingsland Baptist Church. 
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The Compassionate Friends 
41st National Conference 

St. Louis, MO  July 27-29, 2018 
 

Plan Now to Attend this Healing  
Weekend Conference 

 

Men Are From Mars, Women Are 
From Venus 

 

    We've all heard this book title by John Grey de-
scribing differences in the approach to relationships 
of men and women.  These differences also apply to 
the grief journey we each must take.  With Mother's 
Day so vivid in our minds and now Father's Day ap-
proaching, I'd like to extend an invitation to the be-
reaved Dads out there to come to our next meet-
ing.  After initial introductions we usually break into 
discussion groups, based upon our child’s pass-
ing.  For the month of June, we will break into at 
least two separate groups, dads and moms.  This 
will give the dads the opportunity to share how they 
are managing their own grief journey.  Not every-
one is required to speak, but you can come to listen 
and see if you hear something that may help you on 
your journey. 
   
     I’m looking forward to seeing the Bereaved Dads 
at our June 12th meeting. 
 

Bill 
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 \   The death of your child is probably the most traumatic, life-changing event that you will ever experience.  The Com-
passionate Friends is an organization of parents who have also lost a child to death.  Each of us has experienced the 
deep, searing pain that you are feeling now.  Each of us has turned to other parents who were farther into their grief 
journey for guidance, support and understanding.  This is done through our monthly meetings, our newsletter, our 
website, our phone-a-friend program, our library, our e-mail program and our referral program.  Each month parents 
find our meeting to be a safe place where they can talk about their pain and problems with others who are uniquely 
qualified to understand; bereaved parents offer gentle suggestions or often simply listen.   We invite you to bring a 
friend to your first few meetings until you feel a level of comfort with the group.  Do not be surprised if we talk about 
the happy times with our children, the wonderful memories and the various methods we have created to keep our chil-
dren close to us.  It is here that many bereaved parents find hope as those who are more seasoned in their grief shine the 
light of experience to help  illuminate each grief path.   We have no dues.   We are self-sustaining through donations and 
the generosity of so many in our community.   You Need Not Walk Alone.  

        Our Children Remembered   

                                                               Birthdays 
 
June  4               Savannah Sue Norton, Daughter of Sheree & Paul Norton 
June  5               Teresa Alyss Johnson, Daughter of Anna Apanel & Mark Johnson 
June 6                Terrill Swafford, Son of Trent & Margie Wittmayer 
June 8                Ivan Nazari, Son of Medik Nazari 
June 10              John Loh, Son of Amy Kan 
June 15              Billy Bryant, Jr., Son of Bill & Gloria Bryant 
June 15              Justin James Owens, Son of Tom & Carol Owens 
June 15              Brian Keith Randall, Son of Margie Randall 
June 16              Tomarra Zenette Hopkins, Daughter of Tabatha Jackson  Hopkins 
June 16              Matthew Evan Larabee, Son of Cathy Larabee 
June 18              Gage Daniel Geddes, Son of Terrie Dagley 
June 22              Colby Patrick Brennan, Son of Mary & Patrick Brennan 
June 26              Emma Key, Daughter of Sherry & Steven Key 
June 28              Daniel Garcia, Son of Juan & Ana Garcia 
June 28              Kolin Eric Lionberger, Son of John Lionberger 
Jun 29                Phillip Michael Grecsek, Son of Carol & Mike Greczek 
June 30              Shannon Faye Hooker, Daughter of Janis Hooker 
 
 

Anniversaries 

 
June 2016          2 Years              Whitney Michelle Koonce, Daughter of Bob & Cathy Koonce                   
June 2016          2 Years              Donald Joseph Byers, Son of George & Peg Byers 
June 2016          2 Years              Keondre Dillon Viser, son of Traci & David Dugas 
June 2013          5 Years              Alexis Theresa Rinicella, Daughter of Randy & Lisa Rinicella 
June 2012          6 Years              Ryan Bennett Elliott, Son Terry & Susan Elliott 
June 2012          6 Years              Ryan Makanani Noriega, Son of Carlos & Wendy Noriega 
June 2011          7 Years              Jorge Alberto Contreras, Brother of Maria Amparo Castillo 
June 2011          7 Years              Bryan Andrew Lewis, Son of Carolyn Porter 
June 2010          8 Years              Aaron Carter Steffens, Son of Lynn Nickel 
June 2010          8 Years              Jerod Adam Nixon, Son of Mark & Sharon Conti 
June 2010          8 Years              Ashley Elizabeth Sutton, Daughter of Patty Sutton 
June 2010          8 Years              Angelica Rae “Angel” Cartwright, Daughter of Stephanie & Michael Cartwright 
June 2009          9 Years              Charles “Chad” Preston Jones, Son of Michael & Sheree Jones 
June 2007        11 Years              Christine Yvette Mazyrack, Daughter of Steve & Blanca Mazyrack 
June 2007        11 Years              Myron “Spencer” Kinley, Son of Karl & Melinda Kinley 
June 2005        13 Years              MarkVincent Korenek, Son of James & Nancy Korenek 
June 1996        22 Years              Jessica Erin Loverich, Daughter of Joyce Margarce 
 

If this is your child’s Birthday Month, please bring a picture or memento of your child for our  
Birthday Table to share with others so that we may get to know you better through your child. 

We need not walk alone.   
       We are The Compassionate Friends. We reach out to each other with love, with understanding, and 
with hope. The children we mourn have died at all ages and from many different causes, but our love for 
them unites us. Your pain becomes my pain, just as your hope becomes my hope. We come together from 
all walks of life, from many different circumstances. We are a unique family because we represent many 
races, creeds, and relationships. We are young, and we are old. Some of us are far along in our grief, but 
others still feel a grief so fresh and so intensely painful that they feel helpless and see no hope. Some of us have found 
our faith to be a source of strength, while some of us are struggling to find answers. Some of us are angry, filled with 
guilt or in deep depression, while others radiate an inner peace. But whatever pain we bring to this gathering of The 
Compassionate Friends, it is pain we will share, just as we share with each other our love for the children who have 
died. We are all seeking and struggling to build a future for ourselves, but we are committed to building a future to-
gether.  We reach out to each other in love to share the pain as well as the joy, share the anger as well as the peace, 
share the faith as well as the doubts, and help each other to grieve as well as to grow.   We Need Not Walk Alone.   We 
Are The Compassionate Friends. 
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  Printed in Loving   
         Memory Of  
    Todd M. Mennen   
        1967-2002 
 

Birthday Table 

 
 

     If your child’s birthday is in June,  
please bring a picture or memento to 
our June meeting to share with the 
group.  In April and December we ask 
that you bring your 
child’s picture for the 
birthday table in the 
month before or after 
the actual event.  We 
hold our balloon release 
in April and our Annual Candle Light-
ing Ceremony in December.   

Special Small Group Meetings  
For Parents  Whose Child  

Was Lost to Suicide 
 

     The Katy Chapter of TCF has a 
unique program for 
parents whose children 
died from suicide.  All 
parents attend the 
opening of our meeting 
each month and then adjourn to their 
own private meeting for the remainder 
of the meeting.  Death from suicide 
usually requires additional and unique 
group dynamics.   
    This program is offered only to par-
ents who have lost children to suicide. 

 

 A Note to Our  
New Members 

    

            Attending your first Compas-
sionate Friends meeting can be a 
frightening experience.  Bereaved par-
ents are vulnerable, lost, heartbroken 
and fearful of the unknown.  Please 
remember, each of us was in this same 
place not so long ago.  Bring a friend 
or your spouse for support to your first 
few meetings.  Someone from our 
group will talk with you and sit with 
you as well.   We are here for you…...
the newly bereaved parent.  We sug-
gest that you attend at least three 
meetings before deciding whether or 
not TCF will help you on your grief 
journey.  You need not walk alone.   

 
 

Parents of Younger Children 
Meet in Private Group 

      

                  If your child was still a minor and 
living at home...whether your child 
was two years old or 17 years old, the 
experience of your child’s death at this 
young age is unique.  Many parents of 
younger children have requested their 
own group to discuss their loss and 
establishing a new normal without 
their younger child. 

Loving Listeners…..Phone-A-Friend 
                      

TCF Katy has established a phone-a-friend list for parents who want to 
talk with someone who shares a similar loss.  If you would like to vol-
unteer to be a phone-a-friend, please contact Annette Baldwin.   
 

Accidental Death of Child Living at Home ……….  Jo (281) 795-3235 
Loss of an Adult Child…..Annette (281) 578-9118 
Only Child…...Annette (281) 578-9118 
Murdered Child….. Robin (281) 851-5425   
Neonatal Loss…….HAND (832) 752-1919 
Death of a child from Addiction or Related Cause…Jan (979) 830 3442 
Death of Teenage Child…… Brenda (281) 804-7087 
                                       Jo (281) 795-3235 
Accidental Death of Adult Child……..Annette (281) 578-9118 
Death from long term illness…...Karen (832) 746-0279 
Support for Fathers……..Albert  (832) 885-4741 
Special Needs Child……. Neela (713) 870-7296 
Suicide ...……….. Sherrie (281) 579-7741 

 

.  A Father’s Heartache 
 

      The measure of a man is taken in many ways.  The courage I have 
seen demonstrated by broken hearted fathers who push forward 
through their mourning and grief to earn a living and take care of their 
families is nothing short of astounding.  Yet most say very little about 
their loss. 
      Although these fathers go through the motions of making a living 
and making a life, their hearts are broken. Their effort is made for their 
wives, for surviving children. They speak infrequently about their own 
emotions.  Some simply can’t put their thoughts into words.  Others 
choose not to talk about themselves, but instead, to take care of their 
family.  We know the pain is there.  We see it, we sense it, we feel it.  
     As bereaved fathers approach this holiday, there is a sense of mel-
ancholy mixed with an effort at nonchalance. This day is yet another 
reminder of what is never to be again. These dads are the unacknow-
ledged heroes in a tragedy that defies measurement and description.  
Their hearts ache.  No words are necessary. Yet they carry on, looking 
for hope, waiting for a peace that will one day find them.     

 

Annette Mennen Baldwin 
In memory of my son, Todd Mennen 

             TCF, Katy, TX          

                            Treasured 
 
What I love most is 
Waking to the dew of 
The grass upon my boots 
 
What I love most is 
Smelling the end of 
The day upon 
My shirt, holding 
My child 
 
What I love most is 
Something I don’t see 
Everyday or smell or 
Touch 
 
What I do love most is 
The memories of those 
Moments if only buried in 
My dreams 

 
Scott Newport 
Royal Oak, MI 

Permission to reprint granted 
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TCF E-Newsletter 
     An E-Newsletter is available through the 
National TCF Organization.  To subscribe, 
go to TCF’s National Web site home page 
(www.compassionatefriends.org) and click 
on “Register for E-Newsletter” link.  

WISHES ON A STAR 
 

     If only we could wish on a star, Robin, and have you back with 
us; life would be absolutely great again. However, reality sets in 
and we realize that you are lost to us forever!  The Compassionate 
Friends has helped us come to terms with your departure from our 
midst and the years have lessened the terrible pain of our separa-
tion from you.  It is true that we still miss your smile, wacky sense 
of humor, infectious joy and warm laughter.  We love to look at 
our photo albums and remember the bittersweet tenderness that 
you brought out in others.  Your dear friends at Maplebrook Ele-
mentary School in Naperville often write to us about you with so 
much fondness and rueful laughter.  Everybody that knew you in 
Katy remember your quick intelligence and how great a listener 
that you were. 
     On August 10, 2018, it will be exactly twelve years since your 
painful demise and we know that we will feel your absence very 
deeply.  We know that you are safe with God and nothing can hurt 
you anymore. Even though you can no longer be with us on this 
earthly plane but “Love lives on and on always in our hearts!”  We 
think of you on your birthday, Easter, Valentine’s Day, Christmas 
and all the time.  It was a great honor to be your parents and if we 
had to do it all again, we would.  You only once complained about 
your disease when you first discovered that you had Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy but  afterwards you never said anything else.   
     During those last thirty-four days of your life, you were so 
brave and courageous that everyone marveled at your stoicism.  
You were only 25 but faced death like a trooper.  Robin, you were 
the apple of our eye and we miss you very much. As your mother. I 
have devoted the remainder of  life to assisting children and adults 
who suffer from neuromuscular disorders.  Once again this year, I 
will be participating in the MDA Muscle Walk on September 29, 
2018, at the Houston Zoo.  I hope to assemble a team called 
“Robin’s Nest” and collect $4,000 toward research, free clinics and 
a free week of camp for kids from ages 4 to 21. 
    We are also in consultation with the University of Houston to 
donate our home (you said it would be yours for eternity) as a gift 
from our estate, to establish a scholarship for deserving students to 
attend the U of H Bauer School of Business.  We feel that this 
should be a lasting legacy for this special house that was your final 
home before you became our angel.  We will always cherish what 
you stood for and the pride you gave us.     
 

Neela Sen 
In memory of my son, Robin Sen 

TCF, Katy 
 

Tailored Small Group Meeting 
For Parents Whose Child Died From  

Addiction or Related Cause 
  

     By request we have established a group 
meeting for parents whose child died from ad-
diction disorders, overdose or a cause of death 
related to the years of struggle with addiction. 
     You will still meet at the opening of our 
evening together with the entire group.  Fol-
lowing opening remarks and special topical 
discussions, we will break into our small 
groups.  If you would like to meet with this 
tailored group, you simply need to accompany 
the leader to the small group meeting room. 
     This is a unique group that was requested 
by our existing members.  You are welcome to 
join this group and share your grief journey 
with others who have experienced a similar 

 TCF E-Newsletter 
     An E-Newsletter is available through the 
National TCF Organization.  To subscribe, go 
to TCF’s National Web site home page (www.
compassionatefriends.org) and click on 
“Register for E-Newsletter” link.  
 

Articles & Poems 
For Our Newsletter 

 

          If you would like to submit a poem, a 
writing or a brief article (no more than 800-
825 words) about your child or your grief 
journey for publication in our Katy Compas-
sionate Friends newsletter, e-mail your work 
to Annette Mennen Baldwin at amennenbald-
win@hotmail.com.  We encourage our mem-
bers to share with us. 

 
Join Us To Raise Funds For TCF Katy  

On Line In This Easy Program 
 
Dear Katy Compassionate Friends, 
 

     Our chapter has been raising funds for our 
first Annual TCF conference scholarship! We 
are so excited to announce that thanks to the 
generosity of others, our chapter will be able to 
send several members to the conference. 
    You can donate directly to the team site or 
make your own page within our team site. The 
donations directly support the Katy Chapter. 
    It is easy as 1-2-3 to set up your fundraising 
page and then either share it to your contacts 
via e-mail or on Facebook.  
Below are the instructions to set up your page: 
Go to https://walk-to-remember.everydayhero.
com/us/katy-texas-tcf-chapter-team 
 
Scroll down and click on JOIN TEAM (on the 
right hand side) 
Click on SIGN UP 
It will ask if you want to sign up with  
WITH FACEBOOK, WITH STRAVA, WITH MAP-
MYFITNESS OR WITH EMAIL. This allows you 
to share the donation information with friends 
and family. 
   If you have a question or a problem signing 
up and setting up your page, please feel free 
to contact me. 
 
Ghislaine Thomsen, TCF, Katy 
713 557 6637 
 

Thank You for Participating! 
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                In Memory of our Beloved Children           
   Memorials Given by:               In Loving Memory of: 
    
         

Ghislaine & Henrik Thomsen               Andrea Mary Stotfrap Thomsen 
Bill & Debbie Mercer                                   Dustin E. Mercer 
        

Thank you for your donation to  
The Compassionate Friends, Katy, TX Chapter    

 
 

Our chapter is operated entirely by volunteers dedicated to furthering the work of 
TCF. Your voluntary, tax deductible donations honor your loved one in a meaningful 
way by enabling us to print and mail this Newsletter and meet other expenses 
involved in reaching out to other grieving families. Donations along with the name of 
the person being honored may be sent to:                                                                       
                                                               

                                                                    Terion Peloquin 
      P.O. Box 366  

                                              Katy, TX  77492 

A Bear Hug for Father’s Day 
 

As Father’s Day approaches, we are reminded of the sig-
nificant contributions and unique love of fathers and stepfathers. 
Their defined role, after the death of their children, is to support 
their wives and surviving children. But their pain is deep. 

Men, by their nature and in response to our society’s ex-
pectations, do not usually grieve as openly as women. They do not 
talk as candidly about their loss. They generally do not reach out to 
others for comfort. They are, after all, the rock, the solid center of 
the family. Their wife’s pain supersedes their pain because women 
are fragile. Or so we are told. 

Yet, as I look into the eyes of so many bereaved fathers, I 
see a deep, gripping pain. The tears left unshed, the words that are 
never spoken, the anger, guilt and agony….all remain in the eyes of 
the bereaved father. 

What can a father do? Talk with other bereaved fathers. 
Read books written by bereaved fathers. Talk with spouses, private 
counselors and close friends who are not as structured in their 
“male” societal roles. Try to attend three meetings of Compassion-
ate Friends. You don’t have to talk. But you might decide to express 
a single thought or idea, logically presented, to the small group. 
You might find peace in this place, and then again, you might not. 
But, as my own dad often said, “Step up to the plate and see what 
happens.” He was a pretty wise man…...a child of the depression, a 
football player, Greatest Generation, WW II Marine, a fighter, a pro-
vider, a protector.....a man’s man. He endured much in his 78 
years, and I only saw him cry a few times. 

But when his friend lost a child, my tough dad was the first 
one to reach out with a bear hug that wouldn’t let go until the tears 
began to flow. They both cried. They both knew that the agony of 
losing a child was far worse than the horrors of war. Together, they 
cried. 

Happy Father’s Day...May your bear hugs be many and 
your memories become sweeter with each passing year. May your 
child live forever in your heart so that peace embraces you always. 

 
Annette Mennen Baldwin 

In memory of my son, Todd Mennen 
And my father, James M. Mennen 

TCF, Katy, TX 

Make Reservations Now For  
TCF National Conference 

 
      The National Compassionate Friends 
Conference will be held in St. Louis, MO,  
this year.  The dates are July  27-29, 2018 
and early hotel reservations are highly 
recommended.  The hotel requires a one 
night deposit for each room, but this is 
refundable if cancelled within 72 hours of 
the first date of your 
reservation for the 
hotel.  
     Although The 
C o m p a s s i o n a t e 
Friends has arranged 
a large room block 
for the conference, 
we recommend you 
reserve your room early if you wish to 
guarantee that you can stay at the host 
hotel as we believe the room block, al-
though large, will be filled. 
    Go to the Compassionate Friends web-
site for complete information and links to 
reservations for the conference and the 
hotel.  www.compassionatefriendes.org 
 

Bo’s Place Is Open In Katy 
 

     The Katy Bo’s Place program cur-
rently meets on the 2nd and 4th Tues-
day of each month near Highland Knolls 
and S. Fry.  The group consists of fami-
lies with children between the ages of 5 
and 18 who have experienced the death 
of a child or parent.  However, the Katy 
program is currently full.  We have 
space available at the Houston location 
for immediate needs.  We are building a 
waiting list of families interested in the 
Katy group and are looking into finding 
a larger space so that we can accommo-
date more families. 
     If you know of a family who is inter-
ested in joining the group, here is more 
information about the process.  The first 
step for families to join is to call our 
main number (713-942-8339) and talk to 
a member of our program staff for a 
phone interview.  This phone interview 
usually takes 20 to 30 minutes.   

 
 

Grief to Greatness Website 
   Several of our members read this web-
site daily.  The message is transition to 
hope after the death of a loved one: 
http://grieftogreatness.com/index.html 



The Compassionate Friends 
13814 Wheatbridge 

Houston, TX  77041 

 

Return Service Requested 

Meeting; Tuesday, June 12,  2018 
Doors Open at 6:30 pm, Meeting at 7:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Dads’ Special Focus Group                  
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     Webinar Archives- 
A Great Resource 

 

    The Compassionate Friends national 
website offers resources that are available 
whenever you need them.  One such re-
source is the archives of the webinars that 
have been recorded over the past two 
years.  Here is a list of what is available 
now.  Simply go to compassionatefriends.
org and click on the webinar archives un-
der resources. 
 
 

Children's Grief in Today's World 
Presenter: Hazel Woodward (Recorded Febru-
ary 21, 2013) 
 

On Becoming Childless 

Presenter: Marie Levine (Recorded January 23, 
2013) 
 

The Nation Mourns and Together We Heal 
Presenters: Dr. Gloria Horsley, Dr. Heidi 
Horsley, and Pat Loder (Recorded December 
19, 2012) 
 

Dreams -a Blessing in Disguise for the Be-
reaved 
Presenter: Carla Blowey (Recorded December 
10, 2012) 
 

Handling the Holidays 

Presenter: Darcie Sims (Recorded November 7, 
2012) 
 

A Father's Grief   
Presenter: Dennis Apple (Recorded October 
23, 2012) 
 

Grief and Today's Family 
Presenter: Scott Davis (Recorded September 
19, 2012) 
 

Seven Dos and Don'ts for Staying Connected 
as a Couple During Grief 
Presenter: Chandrama Anderson 
(Recorded August 10, 2012) 
 

Coping with Guilt During Be-
reavement 
Presenter: Dr. Bob Baugher (Recorded March 

 

Back of Church - Enter Here 

Map of Kingsland Baptist Church 
Meeting Rooms C231, C233, C235, C237 on Second Floor 

 
 

Front of church            

Katy TCF Volunteers 
 
 

Cards of Remembrance—Debbie Mercer 
Welcome Cards to new members—Ghislaine Thomsen 
Newsletter—Annette Mennen Baldwin  
E-mail to group-Annette Mennen Baldwin & Lee Schurman 
Publicity & E-Mail correspondence—Annette Mennen Baldwin 
Picture Buttons—Annette Mennen Baldwin 
Holiday & Craft Projects—Neela Sen 
Welcome Packages —Sherrie Schurman 
Library— Jan Bigbee Weesner  
Web Site— Lee Schurman              
Treasurer 2018—Terion Peloquin 
Snacks—Debbie Mercer 
Facilities Coordinator:  Melinda Ginter 
Memorial Bench Maintenance—Need a volunteer 
Group Facilitators - Annette Mennen Baldwin, Jan Bigbee Weesner, 
Sherrie Schurman, Jo Wood, Terion Peloquin, Debbie & Bill Mer-
cer, Ghislaine Thomas, Lisa Leanard 
 

Chapter Leaders-Bill & Debbie Mercer and Ghislaine Thomsen 


